District nurse consultations with vulnerable patients over wishes for end-of-life care.
As part of an enhanced service under NHS England's Transforming Primary Care initiative, GP practices will begin to proactively case manage patients at risk of unplanned hospital admissions. At the centre of this service is a case management register and personalised care plan that indicates the patient's wishes for future care. The initiative, and particularly the asking of questions about 'do not attempt resuscitation' orders and end-of-life care, has drawn the criticism of district nurses who are frequently asked to complete the personalised care plans with patients-many of whom they have not previously met. This article considers whether the template for personal care plans is reflective of the law on consent and, in particular, the Mental Capacity Act 2005.